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Oxe East German Red Cros* orga 1 iza<: ion, which had been under the. superrtaion of 
the Ministry of Interior, w,s transferred J«P _ the jurlediet'ion^of Jhe Miftistry 
for Health, -effeotiue 1 April 19^3- The Red. Cross organization iiT headed by a 
Central Consnittee ( Zentralauesehuss ) , including Or. Ludwig (fnu) as first chair- 
nan, rVau Eppinger (fnu), and Ur. Mecklinger (fnu) „ The ^ninistrative work is 
carried out in the Central .Secretariat, headed by At- Mehrmack, Ther% are seven 
departments; 


Finance, headed by Blttcrlich (fmi)v 


b« Organization, vacant 5 


c, Administration, headed by Hollert (fnu) 


Planning, headed by Or. Bublitz (fnu) > 


& , Personnel, headed by Hentschel (fnu)^ 


x .. Medical supplies (Sanitaetsmaterial), headed by Seller (fnu)< 


Transportation, headed by Just (fnu)* 


The Central Oorandtiee* the Central Secretariat, and the seven departments are 
located in Dresden N-6, Koeppekestrasse ?, in the building of the former Ministry 
ox Inoorior of the state of Saxony 7 


j jVRMY ” 


The Red Cross Central Committee is responsible Cor ohe political activity of the 
Red Cross organization and also has the over-ell responsibility for its work 
The Central Secretariat is responsible for the organization and the direction of 
the medical units (Sanitaetseinheiten) and for the establishment and supervision 
of the epidemic hospitals (Seuchenlaaarette) * The Department for Finance estab- 
lishes the finance plan of the organization, procures the necessary credits and 
collects the central share of membership fees* The Department for Organization 
is charged with the control of the medical units o The Department for , dministra** 
tion is responsible for the administration of central headquarters in Dresden and 
for the investments of the Red Cross organization a The Department for Planning 
is charged with the planning o ‘ material and with schooling and indoctrination 
carried out in the central Red Cross school in Wiltheim, QberXausitz » The Person- 
nel Department supervises the cadre politics of the organization* , The Department 
for Medical Supplies establishes the material procurement plan of the Red Cross 
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organisation, . organises Medical supply depots, and is responsible for equipping 
medical units and supervising first aid stations, 

ti t ached to the Central Red Cross Headquarters in Dresden is a Central Medical 
Lpo^ Sich S ilso located in ?he building at Koeppekestrasse 2, 

On the next lower level, the Red Cross organisation has * 

(Sea irkskomittee ) in every East German district. The Beairk OB-dttsM have 
the sasra structure as the Central Committee, with a Bezirk 
seven departments, corresponding to those in Dresden 

Bezirk Committee also has a district medical supply depot attached to it, 

Xbe neat lower level is the Kreis, with a Kreis Committee heading bhe Kr ® i * 
organization, Whereas members of the central headquarters in Dresden and of 
ttaS Bezirk organizations work full time and receive 

functionaries are not paid and work only part time. The Kreie committees 
do not have the seven departments as the Bezirk and central oodles do. 

The lowest level is the local committee, (Ortsauaschuss) which consists 
of one or more persons. Every town has one or ^re medical squads (^anit^s 
gruppsn) . Four squads form a medical platoon (Sanitaetszug) , Fou. 
platoons constitute a medical unit (SanitaatseiJil'ieit/c 

is of late May 1953 the East German Red Cross organizations had 155,000 
members. It is planned to issue blue-gray uniforms to 60,000 Red Cross iwmbero 

during 19!? 3 « 
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